On the use of artificial neural networks for the analysis of survival data.
Artificial neural networks are a powerful tool for analyzing data sets where there are complicated nonlinear interactions between the measured inputs and the quantity to be predicted. We show that the results obtained when neural networks are applied to survival data depend critically on the treatment of censoring in the data. When the censoring is modeled correctly, neural networks are a robust model independent technique for the analysis of very large sets of survival data.